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SGIS 


WHAT IS IT? 


* a student guidance information service 


WHAT DOES IT OFFER? 
* career and education planning information for 


individual students 


WHO IS IT FOR? 


* every student in your school 


WHAT DOES IT COST? 


* provided to schools on a cost-recovery basis by 


the Ministry of Education, Ontario. 


WHY? 


Opportunities for post-secondary education in Ontario are 
increasing at a rate that makes it extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, for any one individual to keep up with new 
developments. The multiplicity of institutions and courses is 
making it increasingly difficult for a student to choose his 
future educational path confidently. Similarly, guidance 
counsellors find themselves spending more and more time 
researching and checking information and less and less time 


counselling individual students. 


In addition to the burgeoning information on educational 
opportunities, the number of careers and occupations is also 
increasing in Canada as new professional opportunities are 
created by the rapid advances of modern technology. Little 
information, however, is available to students on these new 
opportunities. Also, it is extremely difficult to keep up 
with changes in the established occupations. 


In Living and Learning several recommendations were made for 
the improvement of Student Counselling Services, one of which 
was to "make available a wide range of materials designed to 
help teachers and parents in guiding children to make the 
complex decisions which face them." 


The Student Guidance Information Service is just such a tool. 
It is designed to give individualized service by providing 
information on the specific areas selected by the student. 


THE OBJECTIVES OF SGIS 


Ls To facilitate personal contact between counsellors and 
students by providing information selected in response 
to the student's enquiry. 


2 To provide a bank of up-to-date information on careers 
and educational institutions to which all students can 


have access. 


Bis To provide an information service designed to stimulate 
student interest and motivate students to engage in 


education/career planning. 


4, To enlarge the student's knowledge of the broad spectrum 
of career choices existing in Canada today. 


HOW DOES IT WORK? 


A student in a participating school simply fills in one or more 
of the request forms that may be obtained from the Guidance 

and Counselling Centre of the school. At the present time the 
student may obtain information on approximately 7,000 careers 
and 200 post-secondary educational institutions in Canada. 

The requests are processed by computer at the Education Data 
Processing Branch of the Ministry of Education in Toronto 

and responses are forwarded to the school. Each student 


receives his/her own personal information from the service. 


WHERE IS SGIS NOW? 


PLLOCKL 
Pilot I began operation in fifteen Ontario secondary schools 


on February 1, 1972, and ran until June 7, 1972. 


Pilot II 

The second pilot phase was designed to incorporate the changes 
indicated by Pilot I. Pilot II began in October 1972, with 
several new schools being added to the system, an increased 


data base, and revised student request forms. 


Today 
Almost seventy-five secondary schools in Ontario have purchased 
= 


the Student Guidance Information Service’on a per-student 


charge basis (see second to last page for schedule). 


Students and counsellors from across Ontario are mailing 
request forms based on the Master List of Careers and 
Institutions (7,000 careers and 200 institutions) to the 
Education Data Processing Branch, Queen's Park. It is expected 
that by June 1973 almost a half million student request forms 


will have been processed. 


The SGIS team is constantly striving to improve service and 
update the information held on file so that it may be as 

current as possible. Data base authors are assigned to the 
service on a full-time basis and are in continuous correspondence 
with universities, community colleges, provincial and federal 
agencies, trade and professional associations, and other 


pertinent organizations. 


THE COMPUTER AND SGIS 


The SGIS Data Base 
The data base contains information on four basic categories: 


careers, institutions, courses and programs, and educational 
requirements (training). 


Career Information 
The career information is compiled by data base authors with 


many years of experience in the field of guidance counselling. 


Career data are prepared through careful consideration of 
existing occupations in Canada, consultations with individuals 
engaged in these occupations, and the use of such resource 
materials as the Canadian Classification and Dictionary of 
Occupations (CCDO, Federal Department of Manpower and 


Immigration), Horizons (Ministry of Colleges and Universities), 


Occupations Monographs and Spectrum (Guidance Centre, OCE), and 


the Dictionary of Occupational Titles (U.S. Department of 
Labor). 


As of September 1972, the data base contained some 200 career 
descriptions of approximately 300 words each. In the fall of 
1972 the SGIS system was expanded to include approximately 
7,000 career descriptions obtained from the Department of 
Manpower and Immigration's Canadian Classification and 
Dictionary of Occupations. These descriptions were added to 
the existing SGIS computer file located at the Ministry of 
Education's Data Processing Branch in Toronto. 

Institution Information 

At present the data base contains information on Ontario 
universities, colleges of applied arts and technology 
(including Ontario's 58 schools of nursing), Ontario's 
apprenticeship programs, 25 private trade schools, hairdressing 


schools, and schools of agricultural technology, as well as 


the Ontario College of Art, Ryerson, the University of Manitoba, 


and McGill University. 


The total number of institutions described and on file at present 
is approximately 200, but additional entries are in preparation. 
Extension of the data base is theoretically unlimited, due to 


the system's open-ended structure. 


The Service 

What kind of information will SGIS provide? Perhaps the best 
way to answer this question is to list some of the questions 
or requests that students are most likely to submit when they 


use the service. 


* What is career X all about? 

* Generally, what is Institution X like? 

* What are the educational requirements for 
career X? 

* I know what career I want to pursue, but 
where can I get the necessary training? 

* What are the specific courses I would take 
as part of my training for career X? 

* All I need are the admission requirements 
(or other specific item) for these 
institutions. Will you provide me with 
just that information? 

* Please send me a list of all institutions 

offering X type of information. 

Where can I get training for career X in 

geographical area X? 

* Please keep me informed of all changes 
that might occur in program X at 
Institution X. 

* I would like a description of Faculty A at 
Institution X and also Institution Y. 


* I prefer working outdoors; I like working 
with people; I would like to travel in my 
job; I would prefer working irregular 
hours (etc.). Please supply me with a 
list of careers that are likely to 
accommodate the preferences I have 


specified. 


As mentioned, these are only examples of the information 
requests SGIS is designed to accommodate. Undoubtedly, the 


future will see additions and changes. 


WHAT SERVICES AND MATERIALS ARE PROVIDED TO 
A SCHOOL THAT PURCHASES SGIS? 


+ 


Unlimited use of the service over the 1973-74 academic 


year by all registered students 


* 


an initial supply of student request cards and 


additional quantities on demand 


* 


class sets of the Master List of Careers and 
Institutions (arranged alphabetically by careers 


and institutions and classified according to the 


Canadian Classification and Dictionary of 


Occupations) 
assistance with publicity and promotion of the 


+ 


service within the school (i.e., a 35mm. slide 


package is available on loan free of charge) 


* 


delivery to the school of responses to students' 
inquiries, arranged alphabetically by student 


surnames within home class 
COST 


The basic cost for schools new to the service is a flat fee 

of $150.00 per school plus $1.15 per student enrolled in 

the service. Schools already purchasing SGIS or the Integrated 
School System (ISS) qualify for a reduction in the above rates. 
Also, boards that have OPTION I or Remote Job Entry facilities 

in conjunction with EDPB will be entitled to further 


reductions. 


For further information on the SGIS program, please contact the 


Program Consultant for Guidance in your region at the following 


addresses: 


Region 1 


303 News Chronicle Bldg. 
Water Street 

Thunder Bay 'P' 

(807) 345-6551 


Region 2 


1349 LaSalle Blvd. 
Sudbury 
(705) 566-3480 


Region 3 


fee BOX 3020 
North Bay 
(705) 474-7210 


Region 4 


759 Hyde Park Road 
London 73 
(519) 472-1440 


Region 5 


279 Weber Street North 
Waterloo 
(519) 885-0440 


Region 6 


15 Church Street 
Suite 402 

St. Catharines 
(416) 684-1123 


Region 7 


40 Eglinton Avenue East 
Toronto 315 
(416) 965-5026 


Region 8 


2025 Sheppard Avenue East 
Suite 3201, Willowdale 
(416) 491-0330 


Region 9 


1082 Princess Street 
Kingston 
(613) 546-2641 


Region 10 


1825 Woodward Drive 
Ottawa K2C OR2 
(613) 225-2230 


For detailed cost information on this system, contact 


Mr. D.J. Booth, Data Processing Branch, Ministry of 


Education, Toronto, (416) 965-4089. 
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